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Starting from Day 2 of this study tour, we visited different sites. It really broadened my 
horizon in the aspect of saving energy. The technologies applied in South Korea have 
impressed me a lot. 
 
In the morning of Day 2, we visited some cultural spots, like the Gyeongbokgung Palace, 
Cheongwadae and The Blue House etc. They enabled me to know more about the history of 
South Korea and made comparison with our Forbidden City in Beijing. In the afternoon of 
Day 2, we visited the Cheonggyecheon Museum and the Seonyudo Ecological Park. The 
museum tells us that Cheonggyecheon is a vital stream in South Korea. The four levels 
exhibition features the history of the process in which the Cheonggyecheon waterway was 
covered and became a road.  For the park, the environment is pleasant that made me feel 
relaxed. Unfortunately, the most important museum inside the park was closed on that day.  
 
In the morning of Day 3, we visited the Sudokwon Landfill Site. This place really impressed 
me a lot that it is different form what I imagined. Originally, I thought the landfill in South 
Korea should be same as that in Hong Kong. They are smelly, dirty and messy. But, the 
landfill in Korea was quite special as the company aims to transform the world’s largest 
landfill site into one of the world’s environmental attractions (DreamPark). It is divided into 
three main areas. We sat in the bus to go around the whole landfill area. The landfill process 
is starting from sending the incoming waste to the integrated weighbridge. Then, the waste is 
transferred to the landfill site for unloading. The waste thereby is spread, compacted, and 
covered by soil. Repeated process finally makes the DreamPark. The leachate, which refers 
to the liquid that has filtered through the layers of waste deposited in the landfill, is also well 
treated. First, the input food waste effluent and leachate will be sent into anaerobic digestion 
tank to decompose the high concentration organic matters in food waste effluent. Next, they 
are sent to mixture control tank to mix food waste effluent with landfill leachate and make 
the water quality homogenous. Then, they are sent to denitrification in the nitrification tank 
to remove the nitrogen in the mixture by using microorganisms. The mixture is sent to the 
first chemical coagulation tank and followed by the oxidation coagulation tank to treat the 
non biodegradable pollutants chemically and to remove remaining COD and chromaticity. 
The final treated water can be reused for landscape gardening and cleaning. It can help saving 
more clean water. In addition, the projects of converting waste into energy resources are also 
running. For example, the facilities can convert combustible waste into solid refuse fuel, use 
the food waste effluent biogas for power generation, and convert sewage sludge into 
resources etc.  
 
If the landfill technology is applied to Hong Kong, it brings both pros and cons. Since the 
landfills in Hong Kong is nearly saturated, we really need to have a holistic method to solve 
this problem. However, most of the citizens oppose adding landfill sites in their 
neighborhood. If the landfill is not smelly and dirty anymore, the citizens will accept having a 
landfill site (DreamPark) in their backyard.  Hongkongers always complain that Hong Kong 
does not have enough public areas while this landfill site can also provide public areas for 
residents to relax. As the leachate will finally be treated to be water that can be reused. This 
can help Hong Kong save clean water and buy less DongJiang water from China and thus 
saving more revenue that can be applied to other perspectives like medical and education. 
However, the cons are time consuming and land demanding. Hong Kong is small. Land is 



very limited. It may not be possible to find a large space to build the DreamPark. If we 
sacrifice the land for building this, there will be less and less land for housing. This will 
arouse dissatisfaction of the Hong Kong people. 
 
The most interesting part of the trip is the visit to The Green LH company. They presented a 
project which is about changing food waste into fertilizer. Hong Kong also should develop 
this kind of technology since we produce over 800 tons of food waste per day. This figure is 
really scary. Apart from the presentation, we visited the green technology that can be applied 
to the household. For example, the green roof that consists of photovoltaic systems, solar 
collection systems, daylight duct systems, optical fiber systems, hybrid solar security lighting 
and solar street lighting. These are renewable energy. Meanwhile, there are some other green 
technology, such as the floor LED sensor in front door, standby power shutting switch in 
living room, sink water saving system in kitchen, water saving toilet in bathroom etc. 
 
After joining this study tour, I really admire the different types of green energy technologies 
that have been developed by the Koreans. 
 
 


